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NRIEF HISTORY OF DR. JONN W. AIRD E i. H LACR Vere y 

Dr. John W. Aird was born September 26, 1863 ín Heber City, Wasatch County, 
Utah. His parents were Willinm and Elisnbeth clean Aird. 

His parents were born and reared in Scotland. Some kindly missionaries 
brought the teachings of the L. D. S. Church into, their home. After much 
deliberation and studying they embraced the gospel and were baptized and 
very shortly left their beloved home to sail to Arerica, in the year 1853. EER: 

As all the early pioneers did they crossed the plains suffering many 
hardships. They settled in Spanish Fork and began helping to settle this 
western wilderness and also began raisinp their family. However, they were 
soon called to help settle Heber valley. 

The father was a weaver by trade. lle not aay wove the elot tnat made 
clothes for his family, but for many of the sabelari: lie also did artistic 
weaving which was used as scarfs and cushions to help beautify the modest 
homes of that day. 

Heber at that time had what was called the community sheepherd. John M. 
Murdock took care of the sheep furnishing the wool to be made into cloth. 

The children of William Aird worked very hard, cleaning, hand carding, 
and spinning the wool into thread to be used in weating the cloth. 

Six children were bom to this union, Willfam Thompson, Elizabeth Stewart 
(twins) Janet Brown, Henry McLean, John Willian aid Grace Mary. The one twin 
William Thompson died in infaney. i 

Dr. Aird spent his early school days in Heber which proved very difficult 
for him. In his own words I will auote. "As a chilc it was difficult for me to 
learn, That difficulty increased as time went on, due as I later viewed it, 
to some of mv early teachers, havin? little nr no knowladae of navenolory and 
even less of the dynamic power of suprestion. care to ry stupidity my teachers 
would occasionally, if not oftener, become impatient. One esnectally told me 
I could not learn and that I veel. nevi decent be anything. I took it for 


eranted she knew. No doubt it was on that account that I developed an over- 


whelwing inferiority complex, which added greatly to uy difficulties." end of quote. 

In his late teens the {nferforite corrley began to leave and he had a burning 
desire to study medicine. His parents being very a in worldly goods were unable 
to help him. With determination he was able to borrow money from friends on a 
long tine basis at tne rate of 124 interest. Thug equiped he entered the Univer- 
sity of Deseret now known as the University of Utah. Ilis older brother Henry, a 
school teacher helped him as nuch as possible. 

It was at the University Dr. Aird met and studied under a very ereat teacher 
Dr. John R. Parks. He contributes rost of his success to Dr. Parks, who stimul- 
ated him to the extent he overcame his inferforty complex. Quote, he said, " A 
new Wold seemed to open up for me, From that time on I dearly loved Dr. Parks. 

My classmates and all with whom I camne in contact, were more int :restine and 
lovable. The contrast between my early life and my new life was dazzling 
and astounding. Dr. Parks and I becane life long friends." (end of quote) 

He finished his medical studies with very high graces. He was now able 
to start his career as a physician and surgeon. | 

While he was doing intern work in San Francisco ne met Enily ‘!cCauslin. 

After a short courtship he and Emily were married June 21, 1895. To this couple 
were bora four children, William, Florabelle, John and FPobert. Both John and 
Robert became eminent physicians. 

Shortly after their marriage they moved to Heber where Dr. Aird practiced 
medicine and surgery for eight years. For a nusaber of years he was the only 
physician there. At that time the only hospital available to the people of 
Heber was situated {in Provo. The oly method of travel was by horse drawn 
vehicles. Dr. Aird found it necessary a number of tines in emergency casen to 
operate in the home. Tue kitchen table was used for tae operating table. 


With the help of only one practical nurse, and a friend he had trained to pive 


anesthetic in emerpency cases, When suco operations nad to he perforĦred at 
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niphe, a neighbor would hold a kerosene lamp to give sufficient light. These 
operations proved very successful. A number of fides were saved which otherwise 
would have proved fatal had the long trip to Provo been attempted. 

During Dr. Airds practice in Heber, anti-toxin was not known to be used 
in cases of diptheria. An epédemic of the diseasé came to Heber. One family 
was severly stricken. Four in very serious condition. The Dr. anxious to 
gave their lives decided to try anti-toxin. He wired to Denver, Gorado and 
asked for enough anti-soxin for four. When it arrived there was only enough 
for two. ‘Ia wisely divided it among the four and all recovered, The diptherla 
epidente prew vorse and the Mr. kept the wire hot to Denver and Omaha asking 
for the anti-toxin until the epidemic subsided. He treated ninety three cases 
and only lost three. He thought they received the anti-toxln too late. 

A short tine later he vas aked by tha State vedien] Society to present 
a papor on the treateeut of diptheria wleh aiti-toxta. It soon hacar: general 
in the “reatsent of that dread dhuaane. Through hin devoted and sincere 
service, the neanle of heber lovad hir and maay revatied hia friends throughout 
his life. They continued to sees tits afd and advtee durtne hts entire career in 
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After efput years fn Hieber he ad the oppartunity to enter the Provo General 
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Hospital. He was the chief surgéon for many yenfs. tle helped train many nurses 


barter tJ aylo 
and with the help of two other fine doctors they worked and soupit to save lives. 
Dr. Aird worked in Provo for Poveycveares lle rerforacd TEAS successful oper- 
ations with a steady hand when he was well pest seventy years of age. 
His reputation as a physican and surgeon among his fellow workera can be 

found in such books as; 

"The History of Utah since Statehood" 

"Who's who in American Medicine”. 


“Who's Who Among Physicians and Surgeons" 


‘Who is Important in Medicine." 


and other books pertaining to BUTRETY. ! 
Thus a younp boy who was led to believe enenunnine learn became a leading 
surgeon in the West. | 
His family were well settled in California, £o upon retirement he and hís 
| j 
wife Emily decided to move to Long Beach, California. Here he lived and enjoyed 
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being near his children until he reached the ape of ninety. He dled after a 


1 


long and lustrous career October 15, 1953 and was, lald to rest in a Long Seach 


cemetry. ! 


